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The CollllllerceDepartment is awarding·$1s milli~n in relief 

aissistatice to commercial fishermen in the Gulf-of .Mexico whobave 

sust~ined heavy uninsured losses due to ecosystem changes 

resulting from major flcioding.. · ,f ; · • 

._ . · Commerce secretary :aonald Brown will u~e 
authority' to provfde relief funds to JNEJiDeH!!S);dep~e,t~·;pri',) : : 
·Gulf fisheries· that 11ave ·.suffered severe .eoono111tc-:,lol!lses.'·:<':-'l'h•;-'• 
funds, issued· through .the Nati<inal oceanic.cA~- AtaQsphwic' · · 

·Administration's Office of sustainable. oevel.op111es,,t, ar~. ·:-·; ·1 .·. ·• 

designated for programs that address·bothfisheey.resource,and
human factors. · · ' 

H. hi~;jegi__;J.ati~

. . 
"The Clinton . a!iministration. has consistently demonstrated-·. 

its·c01111Ditment t<? the.sustainable'develOPllefttof colDlll~cial · 
fisher~es, • Brown 'said .... 11.'l'Qday's disa•~ ossista,nc.e .picµqe · 
also demonstrates our understanding.that healt,by;stoclts 0a:re a 
sour~ of. ·1ivelihoo11,and .a way of life in ·fishing communities·· 
around the country, and around the world. The threat to·these 
fisheries is a threat to these communities.• · 

. nwe J;\ave already taken ser-ious management actions in tbe 
Gulf -to address the _concenjs both -of the fishing families.·and. ·. 
about th,e resource, but .we must do more,.• said NO~ Ac;tia~µist:ra1::or 

· o. James Baker. ~By, wor~ing -with local and state! ofticiols as . 
. well as t,be congressional delegation,· 'I am. hopetul we-can design 

a program to effectively address these concerns.• · 
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Th.e problems facing the ,fisheries in the·Gulf stem from the 
·Mississippi floods over the past·felol years that resulted in large 
deposits of debr.is in the Gulf of Mexico., creating underwater 
obstructions that negatively impact commercial fishing
operations. .In addition, large amounts ..of -fresh water runoff 
from the flooded Mississippi and Atchafalaya Rivers into Gulf 
waters changed the nature of the ecosystem and created a "dead 
zone." 

, 

The dead zone rl!ifers to the extensive and severe areas of 
low oxygen {hypoxic) eonditions 0 1n which tinfish, shrimp, and 
many other forms- of marine life ca.nnot survive. current research 
estimates that the dead zone now covers approximately·1s,200 
square Jm in the Gulf, the largest such zone measur,ed in the past
ten years. · · · · · 

Studies found extensive.areas-where ·scientists were unabl~ 
to document any living organisms_., The effect of persisting, · 
extens.ive areas of low oxygen on bottom dwe11-ing -fishery 
resources.are obvious since little 

' 
more than bacteria may sur,vive 

there •. '-·

Over the next;few weeks, NOM~S.Otfice of SUSt1Jinable , 
Development will work to bring together national, state and local 
officials to-discuss the best,p01111ible_so1ution·to the probleJIIS
facing thll!I Gul.f fisheJ;'ies. ·. 

-··· ~.·:, .. -.- , - _,:- ·./~.-.·· ·( __ : i.-----.--~,:-·'r~.-·. :- ._ - .-·'·.-_··_'..._--_··_·_ , ·"··_.-- .. -:_,:,>:.. ... .. 
; . ·, Ttie . $15 million 'for; the Gulf 'states ·,is part of a larg'eJ;' $53 ; 
·million ...disaster assistance progrn initiated. by S,soret:aey ·,Brown•• 
_inresponsetq the.national crisis-in fisheries in theNorthail1$t, _
Northwest 

. 
and· Gulf 

. 
·states. 

. . 
· , ..--· -· · . - · · ', - .. · · - ·: 

. 

.··. · 
. 
. '· · ·' 
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"W~interid to work very ,closely with all interested parties
in the Gulf states to ensure.that appropriate remedies are 
found," said Brown. · · · · . 

. .---- .·.- ~-'· . ' ./ ,_._i:: .. .-' .. :· ___ ~:_·_-.·.'.:-.:.. ~ .. :::' __.,_:.·.":-. .. ,.·:~.~--------,~ ,,_ (.: --~ .. -. ,_-.·,
Under sectio.n .308Jd) of .the Interjurisdictioni,,1, Fisheries 

Act, coinaercia1· -fishermen: Who have ·-suffered uninsured losses will 
be eligible for financial assist:ance under programs to be 
developed in cooperation with their state government agenci_es. 
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The Co111111erceDepartment will provide $53 :million in disaster 

assista_nce tq ·help commercial fishermen and small fishery'.'" .· 

dependent businesses·foliowing the coliapse of fishery re~ources 

in the Northeasti Northwest and .Gulf states. . s·

._ . . . .·_ ' ' ,• . - . . ' .. / .. _.'.~<::>.::._<;.'·.
. C4?mme~~e-Secretary Rona.id l,f• Brown ;will ,hJ.s ,l,!!gtii:lative 

:-0 -_-- ' • 

-U!58 
authq,rJ.ty to provide the, reli,ef funds, extendJ.ng tq ~tb~;Noi;-thl!ast 
and GUlf of' Ma)(ic;;c:i:~ disaster, J.'.'.elief pr09i'am, ~irU.t::iatecif~~t/y4i?~. 

· in the·· l'aci'fic Northw~st. · Laf.l,t year~ s .pr~am wa~ in ':-Jt,~i.i1>c#tse •tC? ..
thE!. unp~e?edented low numbers of Pacific salmo~ stoelca, 3:!littl~.. · . · 
regJ.c;,n. - . · · · .:·" · 

. 

.-"The Clinton ~dmi~istration has. consistently· demor;str.;ted · 
its commitment to the susta.inable development. _of conimeroial c : ·_.. 
fisheries," Brown sa~d. ."Today's disaster l:lssis~noe P!:19,kage ,~ . 
also dentonstrates our·understanding th:at.healthy.stod>a;;<ar:ea 
sour.ce of liveliho6d and -a way of life in fishing .ccilitl1iunit1es c ·- ... 
a.round 'the 'country, and around the world. .The threat to ..these 
·fisheries is -a· .threat to these co1DD1unities." · · · 

, I ' '

. • The funds I issued through the' National · oceanic ' ~nd ' . ' 
Atmosph![!ric_AdDiinistration'sQffice-of sustainabl-e DevelQpment, , . are designated. for programs t;hat address both _·fishery resc>urce · 
and human factors.>, ', . , ·' :.,, · · . .(. ..-- ·· _ ·,: · · · 
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, - "We ha_v'e already serious ma~agement ac~ions,iJ,rr;;a,l.l < ··. ·, 
three regions t.9 address. ,the ,concerns ·of the ·,res.ol.irce' anct:·t:he. --·-. 
fishing .families, but we ·must do 1110re,·" said NOM':Adllliriit.trato~ 

. D •. ·James:Baker. - ·~traordinary 'measures ,are'.;ealled fbr}J;,o,th i# .­
..  : - . h,ow We manage these ·va1i,iabl.e Tesources .and in tiow·we respond, •'tp· · 

needs" of our fishing families." ' .- ' ' - - . ' .' - ' ' - ' 
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In the Northeast; the groundfish stocks that had long 
SU$tained·a healthy commercial fishery h.,_ve disappeared •. The 
assistance. program includes $25 .million for the impl.ementation of 
a vessel/permit buyout program t~at retires fishing vess~ls and 
buys back existing permits. · 

In the Northwest $13 1!11ilion in emergency.assistance will be 
released to the.states of Washington, Oregon and ·california·as a 
result of the contiriuing disaster due to the effects of .El Nil'io 
and years of drought on the salmon. fisheries. These.funds will 
augment the three-state Northwest Emergency Assistance Plan · 

.announced last year, whicn "inclu,des a·vessel/permit·b\:lyout 
· 'program -and'ha_bitat restoration and data collection jobs program.· 

In the <:ulf ,of Mexico, the co111metecial fishing ·industry. will .. 
receive $15 million in emergency ass'istance · to· compensate for . ·. 
equipment lost or damaged by1 uncharted'. seabed . obstructions 'caused 

.by major flooding over the-pa.st two years and other natural · 
fore.es. · · · · · · · · 

All -Of ,these Situations ,involve serious llarm>tO.f.iShe~ ·.. 
resources, which' has,,cau$ed :substa,ttiaJ. :J .. os~ to small\f'ishing, 
businesses, and. dependent coa~1.·col!iiiiuhitiei;~.< ,1'.n,,cclll:;,~e. '; j · 
situations~. adver$e envit·onm,mtal · 'oor,ciittons .:haYe~ ag~vated,. . . 
alre<1dy deple~/'fisri'e:ties•.resources.•j-.,:;a:;.·,x,c..,.:':.:·· . 'J,, ,. ,:.{j ·,, 
, ·· .< -.·J, , -_·_. · · · ·.·. · ... -~-.. ".;·.:.-:-

"We int~nd t.o work very -~1osely w.ith·:all ·interested parties 
in the thi;ee regions to ensure ttiat 'illppropriate.,rimedies ar e < , ,
<1pplied to the dif,f~rent circ:wastances," s;aid .Brown. · 1 , . , , 

~ 

Under section 
• 

308{d) 
• 

of 
' 

the.lntetjurisdictional 
e • • \.. • • 

Fisheries. 
• • 

,.ct, commercial fishermen whc, .have suffered \U\insw:ed .losses will .·.... 
be eligible for' financial. ossistance Wlder ·programs ~-,be < ·, ... ·· · · , < 
developed in •. cooperation. with :,tbeirastatecgqve~lllentc,agencies.'.',';~,;,,,....:.,:, ','.'.~ 
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